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Johnson. Some corrugated metal
sheeting has been added to the
exterior, bul the inlerior is prac-
tically the same.

The c¢ld forge is the on2 in use
at the time slaves were hidden in
the Roberts touse nearhy, except
thal nosw it has an eleciric blower
instead of o hand bellows, '

Of the humans who figured in
this part of Clark County history,
aonly stone and memories mark
their remains. Heary Roberts died
shortly after he Dbrought Matt
Peters north—in 1835 at the age
of 25,

e was buvied in Pleasant Grove
Cemetery on the so-called Ridge,
north and east of Corlsville and
Setma, on lhe old Springfield rd.
His gravestone, worn from neazly
a cenfury of weathering, stales,
"An Honest Man the Noblest Work
of God.”

Behind Roberts’ grave iz a
marker erected by Matt Pelers to
the wmemory of his benefactor.
There is no date on this stone, but
its - excellent condilion suggests
Lthat it is fairly recent.

After stopping at-Corisville, the
I slaves were transported to Spring-
!field. Here there were several
places for lhem to hide while
fawaiting the next lap ol the trip.

One nf the maost legendary sta-
tions in Springfield was the old
Hypes home in the 300 block on S.
Lowry av., According lo Miss
Mary Johnson, sister-in-law of
Senator Hypes, the family tradi-
tion held (hat slaves were brought
there [rom Selma and distributed
to a house across the street and
probabiy another nearby at 260
S. Lowry awv.

Local storfes claim  thal Lhe
slaves were taken fram Lhe Hypes
home through tunnels to the near-
by basements where they were
hiddén, bul such stories are im-
possible to ‘check today.

The dweilinz opposite the Hypes
house was owned at the time by
John Nichols, a Springfield editor
and ‘leader in the local abelitionist
movement.. Miss Johnson said that
she knew of no funnel connecting
these two houses, but that she did
remember a door built in the fire-
place which opened on a secret
entrance to the basement, where
the slaves were hidden.

Today this house bears no signs
of its [unctione nearly 100 years
ago., But of the house at 260 S.

aiLowry av., Miss Lizzie Goodson

i~

says that her basement is con-
structed like a dungeaon.
According to Miss Goodson, there
ave ropms and pPassageways now
blocked up which might have well
been used te hide runaway slaves.
Another reported UGRR station
in Springfield was a house at 1507
Mound st., now the residence of

Ralph Enoch, According to locall
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wiswrans who inspected the house
several years ago, ‘it ‘had a sub-
baserment in which Lhe slaves were
hidden.

Entrance o this sub-basement
was gained threugh a trapdoor in
the basement fleor. There also
was a tunnel leading from the sub-
basement {o an escape exit in Lhe
back vard.

Togday, however, all 1>at-e.s. of |
UGRR activity have been removed,
Mr. Enach recently fitled in the
sub-hasement and installed a con-
crete [loor in the basement., The
tunnel also has ceased 1o exist.

After the slaves left Springtield,
the next stop was reportedly Ur-
bana. From that city iL was Qa
servies ol villages angd farm houses
to Lhe Canadian border, where the
fugitives were given their freedom.

The next stop alter Urbana was
probably the home of .]ucl"e and
Mrs. Benjamin MIPialllin Logan
Counly, according to historians,
Thw old loff sty ucuuo. op])mi!r-
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| which manufactures copies of the

ably was n;gfl Lo hide the slaves.

Mrs.® P\Mtﬁal the (ime was an
avdent abolitionist, dut her hus-
hand was a federal jndge enlrusted
with the enforcement of the U. S.
fugitive slave laws.

A5 a result of this family differ-
ence, LhePiatt UGRR station could
aperate only when the judge was
away., According to members of
the family, Mrs. CPiatll utilized a
little statue of a Negro to signal
whether the slaves c¢ould be Jelt
safely at her home. ‘

The statue, formervly used as a

was placed on Lhe road in front of
the house. I the Judge was away, !
an American flag was placed in
the statue's hand, If bhe was pres-
ent, absence of the ilag signaled
that the runawnays had to go else-
where.

Exlensive historical resear ch and

effort 1o record, before it is 1oo
lala, the accomplishments of the
VUGRR. Operations which extend
back to the 1820's must be crediled
with obtaining the freedom of
many thousands of slaves.

The full extent of abolitionist
eflorts may well never he known,
because they had to operate under
the yely.noses of federal officials
enforeing the laws, southern of-
ficials searching for their slaves,
and - Indf helping .either
side.aeny RVas they were paid.

This much is certain, however-— |
many abolilionists translated their
ideals and principles into action
on behalf of southern slaves.

Today a popular fad has pro-
duced business for a company

metal statues of the 1ype which
was used by Mrs. Pialt Lo indicate
that her house wasa haven to
opplessed slaves. .

The story behind the uae ta
which she put her statue siould |
make even more valuable today's
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